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BRIDGEPORT DOWNTOWN SPECIAL SERVICES DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

January 11, 2017 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 
The DSSD Board meeting took place at its offices, 938 Broad Street, Bridgeport, CT. 
 
In attendance:     
Kim Morque, Main State Ventures    Eric Gross, Green & Gross  
David Iassogna, Peoples Bank   Danny Roach, City of Bridgeport 
Philip Pires, Cohen & Wolf    Frank Boulton, Bridgeport BlueFish 
Bob Schneider, Jimmy’s Hip-Hop, LLC  Paul Herrmann, Bridgeport BlueFish 
Karolyn Egbert, Trefz Corporation    Chelsea Merritt, Bridgeport BlueFish 
Justin Goldberg, Navarino Capital   Dennis Usky, DSSD/Block-By-Block 
Phil Kuchma, Kuchma Corporation   Michelle Margo, DSSD/Mkt. Consult.  
Ryan McClay, Forstone Capital   Michael Moore, DSSD    
Paul Antinozzi, Antinozzi Associates     
         
I.    CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Morque called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M. 
 
II.   RECOGNITION OF GUESTS 
Chairman Morque recognized the guests in attendance.   
 
III.  REPORT FROM CITY REPORT 
At Mr. Moore’s request, Chairman Morque altered the agenda to allow Mr. Roach to present the 
Report from the City earlier in the meeting. Mr. Roach informed the meeting attendees that the 
City is continuing with the installation of parking meters. According to Mr. Roach, the City is 
working through the process of extending power and data lines to the meters. Mr. Roach also 
made reference to the City’s circulation of a Request for Proposals (RFPs) to determine the 
development community’s interest in the redevelopment of the Majestic and Poli Theaters. Mr. 
Roach indicated the City has set a deadline of February 22nd for the submission of responses to 
this RFP. 
 
Mr. Roach indicated the State of Connecticut is pressing the City to expend the Federal TIGER 
funds that were originally intended to construct the proposed Barnum rail station on the East 
Side. In order to avoid losing such funds, Mr. Roach indicated the City is considering multiple 
options including the purchase of electric buses. Mr. Roach completed his report by indicating 
the City is considering the reconstruction of the Congress Street Bridge. 
 
Chairman Morque then recognized Mr. Frank Boulton Owner of the Bridgeport Bluefish. Mr. 
Boulton acknowledged the Bluefish have renewed their lease with the City for a 20th season of 
baseball in Bridgeport. Mr. Boulton indicated that he and his staff are planning a series of 20th 
Anniversary themed events for the upcoming season. Such events include renewing the 
Bluefish guest manager promotion that may include noteworthy guests such as Mayor Ganim, 
BRBC Chairman Mickey Herbert or members of the 1986 New Mets World Series 
Championship team. Mr. Boulton also discussed a planned fireworks show, bobble head series 
and non-baseball events such as NITRUS Circus. Mr. Boulton indicated the Bluefish will name 
an All-Time, 20-Year Team.  
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Mr. Schneider asked if the DSSD or Bluefish may ask the Connecticut Post to provide greater 
coverage of the baseball team. Mr. Boulton stated that newspaper coverage of the Bluefish has 
waned since the Connecticut Post no longer assigns a beat writer to cover the team.  
 
IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   December 14, 2016 Monthly Meeting 
Upon a motion by Commissioner Kuchma, and a second by Commissioner Pires, the minutes 
from the December 14, 2016 Monthly Board meeting was approved unanimously. 
 
 V.  TREASURER REPORT 
   November 2016 Financials 
Commissioner Pires stated that, on an accrual basis, revenues have exceeded expenses by 
approximately $7,000 through the initial five (5) months of the Fiscal Year. According to 
Commissioner Pires, the organization’s ending cash balance is approximately $153,000. Upon a 
motion by Commissioner Iassogna, and a second by Commissioner McClay, the November 
Financial statement was approved unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Pires informed the meeting attendees that DSSD has revised the monthly 
Financial Statements thus reducing the number of pages submitted at the DSSD Board 
meetings. 
 
VI.  PRESIDENT/CEO 
Mr. Moore informed the meeting attendees that he and Ms. Margo have revised their 
sponsorship strategy to include public art. DSSD will now seek financial investors to adopt the 
decorative light poles (including hanging baskets and banners), support general 
beautification/landscaping at McLevy Green, Baldwin Plaza, the Broad Street Steps and Main 
Street as well as utility box art. According to Mr. Moore, DSSD is also seeking sponsors for its 
Creative Placemaking agenda that including its Chess Program, arts demonstrations and music 
performances. Mr. Moore indicated that he, and Ms. Margo, will devote substantial time over 
next 60-90 days recruiting sponsors. 
 
In response to questions from Commissioner Kuchma, Mr. Moore indicated he will facilitate a 
meeting with representative from the City’s Office of Planning and Economic Development to 
discuss the rationale for the RFP associated with the theaters within Main Street North. 
Chairman Morque and Commissioner Kuchma led a general discussion concerning the RFP. 
This discussion focused on the geographic scope of the RFP and the need for DSSD to 
participate on the review committee charged with reviewing the responses to the RFP. 
Chairman Morque and Commissioner Goldberg advised inviting the State and local legislative 
delegations to participate in any discussions concerning the theaters.  
 
Mr. Moore informed the meeting attendees he is in the midst of drafting a letter to the Water 
Pollution Control Authority requesting a special meeting to discuss the status of sewer 
separation in Downtown.  
 
Finally, Mr. Moore acknowledged Mr. Usky’s prompt response to the broken door frame at 
DSSD’s office. 
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VII.  REPORTS OF STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
  
A. Chairman/Executive Committee Report 
Chairman Morque focused his report on a discussion concerning the on-going Innovation 
Places planning process. Chairman Morque informed the meeting attendees the State is 
organizing an event on January 24th at Quinnipiac University entitled How to Attract Talent to 
your community.  
 
Chairman Morque asked Mr. Moore to circulate registration information for the State event to 
the entire DSSD Board.  
 
B. Physical Conditions 
Commissioner Goldberg and Mr. Moore provided a summary of Physical Conditions Committee 
priorities.  
 
Memorandum of Understanding with City 
John Ricci is willing to meet with DSSD to review and revise the MOU created in August 2014. 
This MOU establishes a division of labor between the City and DSSD regarding physical 
conditions in Downtown. Both parties will meet on January 18th. 
 
Coordination of Outstanding Action Items with City 
Over the course of the past six (6) months, DSSD has documented a series of small-scale, 
physical condition items requiring either City or UI attention. These items include (but are not 
limited to) the following: 
 
    Grinding, or removal, of three (3) tree stumps near the corner of Main/Fairfield, 
    Replacement of previously removed UI-Cobra Heads, Lights and Posts, 
    Restoring the condition of sidewalk pavers at the intersection of Main/John outside the   
    Discount Corner Store and 
    Removal of a steel plate along John Street across from the Morton Center. 

 
UConn/SURDNA Foundation-funded Green Infrastructure Project 
The deadline for submission of responses to the RFP - for design/build services - was due 
today, January 11th at 2pm. The City will assemble a review committee - comprised of DSSD as 
well as representatives from the City's Public Facilities, OPED and Engineering Offices. DSSD 
will push to complete design ASAP so construction may begin in the Spring 2017. 

 
Capital Purchases 
DSSD anticipates taking receipt of new trash receptacles (for the Main Street Corridor) by 
January 24th. Although DSSD has received a $15,000 CDBG grant for the purchase of new 
World's Fair Benches for Baldwin Plaza, DSSD has yet to receive a final contract from the City 
for these funds. DSSD staff will wait to place any such order until the contract is in place. DSSD 
staff intends to apply for additional CDBG funds for the purchase of new stone planters at 
McLevy Green. 
 
Federal Appropriations 
At the direction of the Executive Committee, DSSD staff will establish a meeting with the head 
of the BRBC to secure that entity's support for implementing the nearly $9.0 million in Federal 
appropriations intended for the Water Street Corridor. 
 
Snow Removal 



4 
 

The City has asked for DSSD's help to notify Downtown tenants of the need to not park along 
Downtown streets during a snow storm. The City is taking a new approach to snow removal this 
year and intends to remove snow completely from Downtown. The City must have clear curb 
lines in order to achieve this goal. 
 
C. Public Safety/Security 
Mr. Moore stated that he is finalizing a schedule for a night-time tour of Downtown with 
members of the Bridgeport Police Department (BPD). Mr. Moore also informed the meeting 
attendees that he is working with property owners to allow the BPD’s night-time patrol cars to 
access parking structures. 
 
Mr. Kuchma suggested using the municipal barcode to permit the BPD to access these 
structures. 
 
Mr. Schneider informed the meetings attendees of recent break-ins at Ann’s Jewelry and 
Fletcher Thompson. 
 
VIII. OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
IX.  NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Kuchma suggested Mr. Moore access the International Downtown Association’s 
Placemaking Toolkit to determine if that toolkit may reveal information DSSD may use. 
 
There being no further Old or New Business, upon motion of Commissioner Kuchma and 
second by Commissioner Pires, the Bridgeport DSSD Board meeting was adjourned at 5:15 
PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michael Moore          
 


