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BRIDGEPORT DOWNTOWN SPECIAL SERVICES DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

December 13, 2017 
Meeting Minutes 

 
The DSSD Board of Commissioners Meeting took place at the offices of the Bridgeport DSSD, 
938 Broad Street, Bridgeport, CT 06604. 
 
In attendance:  
Phil Pires, Cohen & Wolf    Danny Roach, City of Bridgeport 
Philip Kuchma, Kuchma Corporation   Dennis Usky, DSSD/Block-By-Block 
Robert Schneider, Jimmy’s A& N, LLC    Michelle Margo, DSSD/Marketing Consultant 
David Iassogna, People’s United Bank   Kim Morque, Main Street Ventures,  
Ryan McClay, Forstone Capital    Ed Musante, DSSD Consultant 
Justin Goldberg, Goldenvaal Investments, LLC  Lauren Coakley Vincent, DSSD President 
Karolyn Egbert, Trefz Corporation   Paul Antinozzi, Antinozzi Associates 
       Bill Coleman, City of Bridgeport  
 
         

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Morque called the meeting to order at 4:04 p.m. 

 
 

II. RECOGNITION OF GUESTS  
Chairman Morque opened the meeting by introducing Lauren Coakley Vincent, the 
new President of the DSSD, to the Board and welcoming her to Bridgeport.  He asked 
the Board Members to introduce themselves to Ms. Coakley Vincent.  Following the 
self-introductions Mr. Morque invited Ms. Coakley Vincent to talk about her 
background. 
 
Ms. Coakley Vincent said that she was very excited to be in Bridgeport and in her new 
position with the Bridgeport DSSD.  She spoke of her education and other positions in 
New York City that have prepared her for this new challenge.  She thanked the Board 
for their warm welcome and looks forward to working with each of them to improve 
Downtown Bridgeport. 
 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
November 8, 2017 Regular Meeting. 
 
Mr. McClay made a motion to approve the Minutes of the November 8, 2017, DSSD 
Board Meeting, as presented.  Mr. Pires seconded the motion and it was unanimously 
approved. 

 
 

IV. TREASURER REPORT 
 
In the absence of Mr. Gross, Chairman Morque asked that the Budget Report for 
October be held over until the next meeting.  There was no objection. 
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V. REPORT FROM THE CITY 
Chairman Morque called upon Mr. Roach to present a report from the City and to 
address some of the items on the list that Mr. Morque sent him earlier in the day. 
 
Mr. Roach presented his report, which included a description of the inconsistencies in 
parking policy and even some areas where there are no meters  and, therefore, no 
enforcement.  He asked if the DSSD Board would like those areas to be metered and 
the consensus of opinion was to have all appropriate areas metered with consistent 
enforcement. Mr. Bill Coleman arrived in time to report on the $20 million in City 
Bonding being reserved for Downtown projects. He indicated that the City is still open 
to discussing projects but they must fall into at least one of three categories:  deal-
making activities, improvements in the public realm or improvements in publicly-
owned buildings.  $7.5 million is being reserved for the amphitheater project. 
 
When asked about the long-planned improvements at the Railroad Station, Mr. 
Coleman said he would need to get back to the DSSD as he was unsure of the status.  
There was more discussion on downtown improvements. 
 

VI. INTERIM DOWNTOWN MANAGER REPORT 
Mr. Musante reported that the five year extension to the lease for the DSSD office 
space has been executed by the DSSD and forwarded to Forstone for final 
signatures.  He indicated that the final language includes the ability for the DSSD to 
cancel the lease with one year notice.  
 
Mr. Musante said that he is assisting in the transition with Ms. Coakley Vincent and 
will be winding down his work shortly.   He thanked the Board Members for their 
cooperation over the last three months and indicted he enjoyed working with all of 
them. 
 
 

VII. REPORTS OF STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
 

A. Chairman/Executive Committee Report 
 
Mr. Morque said there was little to report from the very brief Executive Committee 
meeting that was held on November 29, 2017.  

 
Mr. Morque said that Ed Musante’s second extension of his consulting agreement with 
the DSSD is due to expire shortly and that he recommends renewal for another four 
weeks for him to complete his work with the DSSD.   

 
Mr. Kuchma made a motion to extend Ed Musante’s contract with the DSSD for another 
month.  Mr. Iassogna seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

 
 

B. Physical Conditions Committee  
 
Mr. Usky reported that he continues to meet with John Ricci, Director of Public Facilities 
for the City of Bridgeport. Mr. Ricci’s has had some sidewalks repaired.  Ten new park 



Bridgeport DSSD Board of Commissioners | December 13, 2017 Meeting Minutes | Page 3 of 3 

benches at Baldwin Plaza are being shipped.  Mr. Usky also said that the Christmas 
lights  are all up and running.   
 
He added that the Water Street project is being reviewed by the Office of Rail at the State 
DOT. The project will include way-finding, signage and streetscape improvements as well 
as a more organized area for taxis.   

 
 

C. Public Safety/Security 
 
Mr. Usky said that he has a meeting coming up with Police Chief Perez and he will inform 
that Chief that the two-man patrols are not being seen in the Downtown area as often as 
expected. 

 
 

D. Special Events and Marketing 
 
Chairman Morque said that there will be a meeting of the Special Events and Marketing 
Committee on Tuesday, December 19th at 9:00 a.m. in the DSSD Offices.  He also 
mentioned that the DSSD is working with the Bridgeport Chamber of Commerce to host a 
welcoming event for Lauren. 

 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Board Meeting was adjourned at 4:54 p.m. 

 


