
BRIDGEPORT DOWNTOWN SPECIAL SERVICES DISTRICT 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

September 13, 2017 
Meeting Minutes 

 
DSSD Board meeting took place at the Bridgeport DSSD, 938 Broad Street, Bridgeport, 
CT 06604. 
 
In attendance:  
 
Phil Pires, Cohen & Wolf    Danny Roach, City of Bridgeport 
Philip Kuchma, Kuchma Corporation   Dennis Usky, DSSD/Block-By-Block 
Eric Gross, John Broadcannon, LLC    Michelle Margo, DSSD/Mkt. Consult. 
David Iassogna, People’s United Bank   Dave Paniccia, Ginsburg Development Comp. 
Karolyn Egbert, Trefz Corporation                       Ryan McClay, Forstone Capital  
Justin Goldberg, Goldenvaal Investments, LLC   Kim Morque, Main Street Ventures, LLC 
Robert Schneider, Jimmy’s A& N, LLC  

 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Morque called the meeting to order at 4:06P.M.  

 
II. RECOGNITION OF GUESTS  

Chairman Morque opened the meeting by welcoming guests. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
August 9, 2017 Regular Meeting  
 

Phil Pires called for an amendment specific to Chairman Morque calling the August 
meeting to order since Chairman Morque was not in attendance. The amendment was 
made to say the Vice-Chairman called the meeting to order. The Board approved the 
meeting minutes from the August meeting.  
 

IV. TREASURER REPORT  
 
 Treasurer Mr. Eric Gross sent out the report in advance. The July Financial Statement 
was approved unanimously.  
 
 
V REPORT FROM THE CITY 
 
Mr. Roach said the state delegation is back in session and will reconvene tomorrow at 
10am. They have until October to put their budget together. If this does not happen the 
City will be looking at a $30 million hit. 

  
The primary results came in from the City Council election. Some changes will be made 
including new council members. There is a lot of work to be done. Almost everyone that 



was selected will be in office as City Council members. There is a tie in the 133rd district 
between Bob Keely and Jeanette Herron. If the tie remains, there will be a run off to see 
who will represent that district. New Council with a large turnover. The members of the 
131st Downtown district will remain the same.   

 
An ordinance will be submitted to the Council today for Monday’s agenda regarding the 
tax program being more comprehensive than the individual projects. This information 
will include sizes of the project, housing and business, market rate or subsidized. 
According to the formula, this will determine what the tax level will be. It will then take 
the City Council out of the hearing which may cut the time involved by a month or two. It 
is a positive thing overall. The idea is to have this in place before the November 
elections. It will be tabled by the ordinance committee.  
 
Phil Kuchma asked if there will be provisions, Mr. Roach replied then you would go 
through the process.  
 
Chairman Morque readdressed the discussion held during the July meeting and 
confirmed DSSD would like to institute said tasks once DSSD has a standing interim 
member.  
 
Chairman Morque asked Mr. Usky how communication with the City has been. Mr. Usky 
had a meeting with Mr. John Ricci who was cooperative and Mr. Usky wull also be 
meeting with Police Chief Perez. Both members have been very welcoming. Mr. Roach 
said if there is any lack of communication to please let him know.  
 
Chairman Morque asked if there are any challenges ahead.  Mr. Roach confirmed there 
is only one challenge and that Chairman Morque is aware of it.  
 
Mr. Roach said there will be a major announcement on Monday that most people will 
feel very positive to developing a new project outside of the Downtown.  
 
Chariman Morque asked to get cleanup at Corbitt’s and the Bond authorization money 
for improvements in the downtown moved along as there is concern that it may be 
stalled.  
 
VI OPERATIONS MANAGER REPORT 
 
VII REPORTS OF STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES  
 

A. Chairman/Executive Committee Report 
 
Chairman Morque referred to the Ex Comm meeting held on August 30th, which 
focused on the status of the search for a new DSSD President. The meeting adjourned 
with the conclusion that DSSD would like help during the current transition and 
ordination period, current downtown events, farmers markets, and maintenance to focus 
on the current search of the role. It has been roughly thirty days since the transition 



period began and will likely take another sixty to ninety days for the remainder of the 
process. There has been conversation surrounding the idea of asking Mr. Edward 
Musante for help. Mr. Musante is recently retired, was the Norwalk Chamber President 
and was a Director of Development in Bridgeport over twenty years ago. Mr. Musante is 
a great guy, is very confident, and knows the context but is not an “insider” per say. 
Chairman Morque met with him and asked him to help during this transition. He agreed 
to working a couple days of the week and will form his own schedule. Mr. Musante 
would receive weekly payment of $1,000. DSSD has the funds already allocated since 
DSSD is not currently spending for the President position. Chairman Morque hopes to 
look at a four-week period and then re-evaluate.  
 
“Motion:  
 
I make a motion to authorize the Board Chair to execute a consulting agreement on 
behalf of Bridgeport DSSD with Edward J Musante for a four-week period beginning 
September 14. His duties will be to assist DSSD with executive and administrative work. 
The consultant will work 2 days a week on a schedule that he determines, one day shall 
be at DSSD’s office and he shall be paid as a consultant in the amount $1,000 per 
week.” – Chairman Kim Morque  
 
Mr. Kuchma motioned. Mr. Pires seconded.  
 
Mr. McClay asked if two days will be enough. Chairman Morque thinks it will be and 
confirmed Mr. Musante has availability and flexibility for more commitment. The Board 
agreed unanimously on moving forward with hiring Ed Musante.  
 

B. Physical Conditions Committee  
 
Mr. Usky said phase two of the treatment process is done including tree beds from 
State Street, Middle Street, and John Street while the other half is almost done. Mr. 
Usky had a meeting with John Ricci on August 29th to discuss current concerns within 
the Downtown area. Mr. Usky mentioned the sinking repairs and Mr. Rickey went out 
the next day to fix them. Mr. Rickey is also filling the potholes Mr. Usky mentioned in 
this meeting.  The City has to remove the taxing and standing before moving forward. 
Mr. Usky mentioned the City is in process of possibly buying a second snow machine to 
remove snow. Mr. Usky also met with Justin this morning to discuss with the City the 
possibility of additional planters.  
 
Mr. Usky is keeping a running list of all bills he has been paying and Mr. Gross and Mr. 
Pires have been signing.  Mr. Usky reached out to DOT for the State and Lafayette 
traffic light. Mr. Usky has also noticed a large increase of graffiti tags of upper North 
End. Mr. Pires caught two culprits.  
 
Chairman Morque recognized Mr. Usky’s work for getting the bills paid and making sure 
nothing falls through the cracks. Chairman Morque acknowledged Ms. Bree Natale for 
taking the meeting minutes and for helping with the farmers markets.  



 
Mr. Usky mentioned two planters are now outside of the Board of Education.  
 

C. Public Safety/Security   
Mr. Usky noted he is aware of the lights out by the Broad Street Steps. Mr. Usky 
concluded by saying nothing major has recently happened in Downtown 
Bridgeport.  

 
D. Special Events and Marketing 

Mrs. Michelle Margo mentioned the Downtown Farmers Market has grown and often 
sees 500 people per week. There has been an increase of vendors involved and of 
outreach from businesses spreading the word. The City has also done a lot to help 
support the market with weekly social media posts, banners, and a digital billboard. Mrs. 
Margo also mentioned the upcoming Art Trail which will occur November 9-12th. Mrs. 
Margo is currently supporting Suzanne Kachmar to help promote the event. There have 
been several big opening events at the Steps, Housatonic Community College, and the 
City.  

 
Mrs. Margo also mentioned the DSSD website has had a few changes: the farmers 
market now has a page and DSSD’s section is up and filled out where anyone can 
access meeting minutes, press releases, and special reports. 

 
Mrs. Margo described the upcoming event Citizen Jane: Battle for the City is a two-day 
film festival occurring at the Bijou Theatre. Save the Dates were passed out to all board 
members. On Thursday, the event will be focused on Urban Generation Feature film. 
Anthony Flint will be a keynote speaker. Sunday will present a list of six shorts. Citizen 
Jane will be shown again as well as the redevelopment of Norwalk. There will be six 
sponsors. 
 
Chairman Morque highlighted the Broad Street Steps as an interesting feature as well 
as the City Trust’s unveiling of new amenities and lobby, McLevy Square’s ribbon 
cutting, and DSSD’s sponsorship of the event Downtown Thursdays has had a good 
crowd.  
 
 
Mr. Ryan McClay mentioned during the secondary HR Committee DSSD reviewed over 
seventy responses to the President job posting and have narrowed it down to between 
twelve to fifteen applicants.  References will need to be reviewed for all applicants and 
the board will also consider Mr. Musante’s opinion. The HR Committee is hoping to 
interview four to six applicants within the next 30 days with a selection in the next 60-90 
days.  
 
VIII OLD BUSINESS  
 
N/A 
 



IX NEW BUSINESS  
 
Chairman Morque asked if there were any comments from the public. Paul Antinozzi 
commented that the job posting receiving many responses, which relates to the success 
of the organization. Chairman Morque mentioned at this point all Board members are 
volunteers.  
 
XI ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 4:36P.M. The next meeting will be the second Wednesday of 
October.  
 
 
 
 


