
 

 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  
Small Business Pandemic Relaunch Grants  

Awarded to 14 Downtown Bridgeport Businesses 
 
BRIDGEPORT, CT – July 20, 2020 – The Bridgeport Downtown Special Services District (DSSD) and 
Led by Us are thrilled to announce – thanks to generous leadership gifts from SCG & UI, Part of the 
AVANGRID Family, PSEG, the City of Bridgeport, and the People’s United Bank – that fourteen  
Downtown Bridgeport ground floor businesses were awarded a Small Business Pandemic Relaunch 
Grant. 
  
The purpose of the grant program was to provide independently owned, ground floor small businesses 
in Downtown Bridgeport with a $2,500 micro-grant, paired with technical assistance to create a 
reopening plan that the grant would be used to implement. Pro bono technical assistance in the areas 
of capital access, accounting, legal, and marketing, will support grantee businesses to plan and put into 
practice the capital management tactics, operational guidance, and strategies to help attract customers 
new and old back to the business when they relaunch and continue to rebuild. 
 
The grantees were selected using a range criteria including whether the business was located in a 
Downtown Bridgeport storefront (required) and whether the company had been able to access other 
forms of assistance, their impact on the Downtown economy, how many employees they had, whether 
they were a minority or woman owned business, and whether they had been operating over the past 
months of the pandemic. 
 
Grants were awarded to the following businesses: 

 Bocados Espresso Café, located at 881 Lafayette Boulevard 

 BPT Creates, located at 1001 Main Street, Suite 14 

 Creative Instinkts Tattoo Studio, located at 138 Fairfield Avenue 

 Downtown Café, located at 211 State Street 

 Funchal Americana Buffet, located at 100 Fairfield Avenue 

 Lafayette Barber Shop, located at 1016 Broad Street 

 Leisha's Bakeria, located at 7 Lafayette Circle 

 Metric Bar and Grill, located at 39 Cannon Street 

 Qwikpack, located at 1019 Main Street 

 Rapha Massage, located at 25 Elm Street 

 Rum & Tequilla Fusion, located at 211 State Street 

 Trattoria 'A Vucchella, located at 272 Fairfield Avenue 
  
Two nonprofit organizations – City Lights Gallery and Cook and Grow – that are key to the Downtown 
community’s character and fabric were also selected to receive a $1,000 grant each to implement a 
Relaunch Plan.  
 



 

 

The DSSD’s President + CEO Lauren Coakley Vincent said, “the Downtown Bridgeport commercial 
area serves a diverse tapestry of the wider Bridgeport community. The independently owned 
restaurants, shops, and services that populate the street-level spaces in our neighborhood create 
connection points that foster the sense of community so special to the Downtown and the city. We are 
so thankful to our generous sponsors SCG & UI, Part of the AVANGRID Family; PSEG; the City of 
Bridgeport; and the People’s United Bank; and our wonderful partners Led By Us and the Bridgeport 
Economic Development Corporation in making this grant program a possibility. What these fourteen 
businesses and nonprofit organizations are able to accomplish through the Relaunch Grant program 
will be a point of hope as our neighborhood, and the city, rebuilds from the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
 
Natalie Pryce, Director of Business Development for Led by Us said, “creating opportunities for small 
micro business owners will be an important tactic in our long-term pandemic recovery strategy. We can 
no longer ignore the role that small business plays in economic engine. This grant is just the beginning 
of support and resources we will need to for these businesses to stay open.”  
 
Learn more about the program and review past information on the application process on the Colorful 
Bridgeport website: https://infobridgeport.com/relaunch-grant-program. 
 
 

 

About Bridgeport Downtown Special Services District 

As the Business Improvement District for the Park City, the mission of the 
Bridgeport Downtown Special Services District (DSSD) is to “promote the 
preservation and development of the downtown business district; make the area 
more attractive and accessible; and enhance the public perception of downtown 
Bridgeport through overseeing and managing its appearance, security, and 
cleanliness.” The DSSD is operated under the direction of a nine member Board of 
Commissioners representing property owners in downtown Bridgeport. 
www.colorfulbridgeport.com. 

 

 

About Led by Us 

Led by Us is a movement working towards responsible urban revitalization. Our 
work is focused on three building blocks: Community Development, Business 
Growth, and Real Estate Development. We look to inspire community doers and 
stakeholders with the necessary tools, resources, and confidence to build, design, 
and execute. Together we will empower the next wave of job creators and 
entrepreneurs. More information is available at https://www.ledbyusct.com/.  
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CONTACT: Lauren Coakley Vincent 

Bridgeport DSSD 
(203) 908-3622 
lauren.dssd@infobridgeport.com 

Natalie Pryce 
Led By Us 
(203) 644-7105 
natalie.pryce@ledbyusct.com  
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